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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Parish Council held on Thursday 8th May 2014 at 7.15 p.m. in the St Martins Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Councillors G. Fryer, N. Graham, B. Herbert, A. Kynaston-Jones, D. Laing, 

B. Latham, J. Sands, J. Stevens, S. Schofield and H. Williams.
Also in attendance: Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport, five members of the public and the Parish Clerk.

In the Chair: Councillor H. Williams

	001/05/14.C
	Public Participation

A member of the public asked when we would see an improved broadband speed in the village. Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport said BT were on course to install fiber optic to the boxes in St Martins by December this year. This should improve the speed but there would be no change to the type of cable to each property. As regards The Moors, this area was serviced from the Gobowen exchange and there may be issues on whether any improvement would be see, but we can check.
Another member of the public asked how much influence the parish council had on planning applications referring to an application in Cottage Lane. Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport explained that the parish council always put forward an acceptable response to all applications and these comments are considered by the planning officers but a lot that would have been refused in the past are now being approved due to Shropshire Council not having a five year plan in place which has also resulted in a lot of applications being submitted by developers. If an application goes to appeal, and is lost, this puts an extra financial burden on Shropshire Council.
David Parker, who is an Independent Planning Consultant, then asked to speak.

Proposed:
Councillor J. Stevens

Seconded:
Councillor D. Laing

Resolved:
with 6 votes for, 2 votes against and 2 abstentions that 


this public session was for members of the parish only 


and that Mr Parker should not be allowed to address the 


meeting.
	Action

	002/05/14.C
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors M. Hayball (working) and G. Pennington (holiday).
 
	Action

	003/05/14.C
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
Councillor

Interest

Item No.

B. Latham
Non Pecuniary
012/05/14.C
Planning
App 14/01390/Out
N. Graham

Non Pecuniary

007/05/14.C – 007.5
S. Schofield

Non Pecuniary

007/05/14.C – 007.5

RESOLVED to note that no other Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.
	

	
	
	

	004/05/14.C
	Minutes

Proposed:
Councillor H. Williams
Seconded:
Councillor N. Graham
Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting of the Full Council held on 
Thursday 10th April 2014, having been previously circulated 
be confirmed as a correct 
record, signed by the Chairman 
and adopted.

	Chairman

	
	
	

	005/05/14.C
	Progress Report

The Parish Clerk reported as follows;

a) Already had an initial meeting on the new website. Hope by next week to have training and password to get into Shop Net for the next few meetings.

b) Additional Dog/Waste bin for Cottage Lane. Shropshire Council have responded; a new bin is £300 to install and £300 to maintain, do we have any funds. Councillor D. Laing said although he supported a dog bin in this area it did not warrant this amount of money therefore we should request a standard bin that can be used as a dual purpose one.
c) Street Lighting; two complaints received over switching off at night from Betty Harris of 1 Puddle Lane and Irene Jones who delivers milk and newspapers in St Martins. Members agreed that the single light in Puddle Lane should not have been included in the scheme. As regards Irene Jones’s complaint agreed that we write to her and explain the reasons behind the decision.
d) Fracking at Dudleston Heath; Dart Energy has not yet submitted a formal planning application for the coal bed methane exploration well near Dudleston Heath but hopes to do so in the next month. It is as stated at the last meeting a repeat of an expired permission obtained some years ago. No public meeting date set. Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport reported that the public meeting in Dudleston Heath was on the 27th May and encouraged as many people to attend as there were loads of unanswered questions that need to be raised.                   Councillor J. Stevens stressed the need for a similar meeting in St Martins. Councillor B. Herbert expressed concern over the water table level in the proposed site at Dudleston Heath.
e) No report back as yet from Shropshire Council on Speed Indicator Devices (SID’s).

f) Response received from Terri-Ann Jackson on fitness classes; the classes I would like to hold will be 'bootcamp' style. There will be weeks where it will be available for every fitness level and capability. Initially there will be no equipment used, in the future I would look to introduce skipping ropes, hoops and balls. I have spoken to a few residence of St Martins and they are happy with this idea and think it would be good as St Martins currently doesn't really have anything like this. 

Initially I would like to hold 2 classes a week, one in the evening and one at the weekend if the availability/demand is there. With regards to how many people would be attending I really don't know. Like previously mentioned, i have had positive feedback, but I think until classes are in place and running a few weeks it will be hard to tell. I haven't out it out there all too much as I wanted and needed to speak to you first. Hopefully, if I get the go ahead, I can promote the classes and get good numbers. I have had a look at other bootcamps in the area and numbers vary from 10-40 people. As this is mainly something I want to do for the local community I don't feel changing facilities will be needed. My main aim for the classes is to have something for everybody, all adults, all abilities. Something for all the people local to St Martins. 
Proposed:
Councillor J. Stevens

Seconded:
Councillor N. Graham

Resolved:
with 1 abstention that this request be approved subject to the area being tidied up after each session and that they have public liability insurance cover in place.
g) Shropshire Council need to grant a cultivation license to plant wild flowers, email address for the Laburnum Close proposer has been forwarded as it may need a site meeting.

h) A copy of our request concerning poppies has also been forwarded to Shropshire Council’s lighting section, do you have any dimensions. These sizes are available from the British Legion.

	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Action
Parish Clerk

	006/05/14.C
	Police Report

The police had forwarded their apologies for this meeting.

All Members had received a copy of the monthly report on recent incidents in the parish that had been recorded by the police.
	Action

	007/05/14.C
	Financial Matters

007.1
Accounts for payment; 
1906
D. Brewer, Play Areas




£210.00

1907
Highline Electrical, March plus night lights
         £7317.60
1908
Nigel Thomas (Held pending further investigations)

1909
E. Davies, Salary/Expenses May



£975.48
1910
SALC, Affiliation Fees




£844.83

1911
Came & Co, Insurance



         £1294.18

1912
Cancelled Cheque
Proposed:

Councillor S. Schofield
Seconded:

Councillor H. Williams

Resolved:
that the above payments be authorized.
007.2
Income

There was no income to report.

007.3
Bank Statements

These were on file and noted.

007.4
External Audit
Members noted the dates set for external audit of accounts for the year ending 31st March 2014.
007.5
Grant Application

Members considered a grant application from St Martins Community Led Steering Group of £150 for meeting room expenses and £100 towards stationery and running costs to continue their work on reviewing the parish plan. 

Proposed:

Councillor J. Stevens
Seconded:

Councillor H. Williams

Resolved:
that a grant of £250 be awarded to the St Martins 



Community Led Steering Group
	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

	
	
	

	008/05/14.C
	Shropshire Council’s Site Allocations & Management Development Plan (SAMDev)

Members noted that the latest public consultation ended on the 28th April 2014. Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport said there was nothing further to report at this stage.

	Action

	009/05/14.C

	Unitary Councillor’s Question Time
Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport reported that the Deputy Head at the school had now been appointed as the new head. All were very pleased over this appointment.

There had been no correspondence from Shropshire Council since the last meeting.

	

	010/05/14.C
	Ifton Meadows Management Committee (IMMC)
The Parish Clerk reported that Shropshire Council had no issues with the request from IMMC to plant six trees at Ifton Meadows. Councillor Sue Schofield said we should look at other suitable areas of the village to plant trees. 
	

	011/05/14.C
	Correspondence
011.1
Sue Crow

Members noted a thank you letter from Sue Crow for the vases, 
flowers and gift tokens presented to her by members on her recent 
retirement from the parish council.
011.2
A5 Gledrid Resurfacing Works

Members noted that the highways agency had completed the 
resurfacing work in this area.
011.3
RoSPA Inspection

Members noted the latest play area inspection report.
011.4
Moors Lane Planning Applications

Concern expressed by a resident in this area over threatening 
behavior by the applicant was noted but agreed that this was a police 
issue.
011.5
St Martins Newsletter

A request had been received from the Big Local Co-ordinator from the 
Oswestry Community Action Group over future publications for the 
new village magazine “Village Life”. Agreed to discuss this as an 
agenda item at the next meeting.


	

	012/05/14.C
	Planning
The following schedule of planning applications was considered;

New Planning Applications published on 24/04/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/01390/OUT (validated: 17/04/2014)

Address:  Land at Cottage Lane, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3EJ

Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for residential development

Applicant: Primesave Properties Ltd. (C/o Agent)

Proposed:

Councillor S. Schofield
Seconded:

Councillor H. Williams
Resolved:
that the Parish Council strongly objects to this application on the following grounds; dangerous junction onto Ellesmere Road from Cottage Lane which cannot be 

improved, vehicle access from a single track lane, not included in the SAMDev by the parish council and concern that road disappears into a field at the end of the proposed development which could lead to further development in the future.
New Planning Applications published on 01/05/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/01787/OUT (validated: 22/04/2014)

Address:  Proposed Residential Development Land NW of Bower Farm, St Martins, Shropshire

Proposal:  Outline application for development of retirement bungalows

Applicant: Mr Cosmo Lloyd (Unit 2 St Martins Business Park, Ellesmere Road, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3BE)
Concern was expressed that the conditions as stated in the application concerning whether these were for social housing, affordable housing, warden controlled shelter housing or private conflicted with information received by Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport during a recent meeting with the applicant.
Proposed:

Councillor D. Laing
Seconded:

Councillor S. Schofield

Resolved:
that the Parish Council defers a decision on this until further information is available and that the applicant is invited to attend the next parish council meeting to answer any questions Members have on this development.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
There had been no planning applications received after the date of publication of this agenda.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Members noted the following planning decisions and recommendations of the planning authority listed in the schedule below.

Planning Decisions published on 17/04/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/00554/FUL (validated: 21/02/2014)

Address:  60 Cherry Tree Drive, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3HX

Proposal:  Erection of two storey extension to side

Decision:  Grant Permission

Reference:  14/00796/FUL (validated: 24/02/2014)

Address:  Merville House, Mount Bradford, St. Martins, Oswestry, SY11 3HQ

Proposal:  Erection of two storey rear extension and first floor side extension over an existing single storey extension

Decision:  Grant Permission

Planning Decisions published on 01/05/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/01006/FUL (validated: 06/03/2014)

Address:  1 Park View, Street Dinas, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3HB

Proposal:  Erection of extension to create additional bedroom accommodation on first floor allowing for parking space under

Decision:  Grant Permission

	Action
Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Action

	13/05/14.C
	Update on Planters

The Parish Clerk from Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council had informed the Parish Clerk the planters have been delivered and are currently stored in the pavilion. I am waiting on a date from Derwen College regarding the planting of them and have spoken to Darren Brewer about positioning the planters on the day before they will be planted. I will pay the invoices and then invoice St Martins when I receive the planting invoice. The cost of the planters will I think be covered by the LJC Grant but I will double check.
	

	
	
	

	14/05/14.C
	World War 1
Shropshire Councillor S Davenport is still in negotiation with Shropshire Council over the grassed area outside the school, set back from the highway as an ideal location for a tree and plaque plus a walled area around it with bricks donated from the school.

	

	15/05/14.C

	Members Reports
Councillor D. Laing suggested a letter of thanks be sent on behalf of the Parish Council for all the hard work the organisers had put in in the past towards the lantern parade. This was agreed.
Councillor N. Graham reported roadside grids blocked in Cottage Lane/Cross Lanes up from Greenfield farm just before Woodbine Cottage.

Councillor J. Sands reported similar roadside grids blocked on the road from Wigginton to New Marton. Councillor B. Latham said this road was marked for resurfacing so these grids needed cleaning out before this work commenced.

Councillor A. Kynaston-Jones expressed concern over double parking on double yellow lines adjacent to the Keys PH, mainly on a Saturday. The police would be informed.

Councillor D. Laing expressed concern over the surface of the Shropshire Council car park adjacent to the allotments on Ellesmere Road. Shropshire Council would be asked if some scrapings of roads could be used to level this area off.


	Parish Clerk

Action

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk


	16/05/14.C

	Exclusion of the Press & Public

Proposed:

Councillor S. Schofield

Seconded:

Councillor N. Graham

Resolved “That under Section 100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1992, the Public and Press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the following item(s) of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in Paragraph 5 of Part 1 of the Schedule 12A of the Act.

	

	17/05/14.C

	Vacancy for Councillor

Members were asked to consider the applicants received for the vacancy on the Council. The Chairman reported that only one application had been received from James Hoos of Moors Lane.

Proposed:

Councillor N. Graham

Seconded:

Councillor D. Laing

Resolved 
that James Hoos is co-opted onto the parish council to fill 

the one outstanding vacancy.
	Parish Clerk

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 20.53 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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