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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Parish Council held on Thursday 13th November 2014 at 7.00 p.m. in The St Martins Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Cllr’s G. Fryer, N. Graham, M. Hayball, J. Hoos, A. Kynaston-Jones, D. Laing,

B. Latham, J. Sands, J. Stevens, S. Schofield and H. Williams.
Also in attendance: one member of the public, a representative from the press and the Parish Clerk.

In the Chair: Cllr S. Schofield
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming Members to the meeting.
She then thanked Cllr’s H. Williams and M. Hayball for replanting the displays around the War Memorial before Remembrance Sunday. Some of these plants had been donated by Stan’s. Thanks were also given to Cllr N. Graham for all the organizing of Remembrance Day including the parade.

Members were reminded that any plans for consideration at future council meetings will be on display from 6.30 pm along with the correspondence file.

	134/11/14.C
	Public Participation

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public present wished to question the Council on local issues, therefore the Council moved on to the next item of business at 7.05 p.m.

	Action

	135/11/14.C
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr’s A. Allum (attending physiotherapy treatment) and G. Pennington (family business).


	

	136/11/14.C
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
RESOLVED to note that no Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.

	

	137/11/14.C
	Minutes

Proposed:
Cllr H. Williams
Seconded:
Cllr D. Laing
Resolved:
with 2 abstentions, that the minutes of the meeting of the 

Full Council held on Thursday 9th October 2014, having 
been previously circulated be confirmed as a correct 

record, signed by the Chairman and adopted.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	
	
	Action

	138/11/14.C
	Progress Report

The Parish Clerk gave the following verbal report;

Finance:- 
Accounts for payment

E Davies

Salary & Expenses November
     
  £915.93

Cllr S. Schofield
Chairman’s Allowance


  £360.00

Nigel Thomas
Play Area Inspections


    £36.00

Shropshire Council
Energy Costs



£1624.93

Highline Electrical
Street Lighting Repairs


  £227.20

Daren Brewer
Cleaning Play Areas


  £240.00

RBS


Accounts Software



  £542.40

N S Print

Stationery




    £27.59
Cllr H. Williams
Plants





  £156.78
Report/update from Divisional Surveyor

I am aware that there have been ongoing concerns raised by a couple of residents regarding traffic using Kimberley Lane as a short cut between the Ellesmere and Overton roads.  There isn’t a weight restriction order on Kimberley lane, it is covered by prohibition of motor vehicles (except for access) traffic order which the Police are legally able to enforce.  I understand at one time, there was a proposal to close off Kimberley Lane at the Ellesmere Road end to stop through traffic from using it, however, don’t think this went any further as some residents didn’t want it. 

 Any request for traffic calming measures, etc., on Kimberley Lane would need to be put forward by Parish Council as a “community led concern” in accordance with Shropshire Council’s Road Safety Policy process (please see attached guidance note).  It would also need the support of the local Shropshire Councillor for the area. The request would then be put forward for consideration of funding as part of our future Capital Programme where it would need to be assessed/prioritised against other competing scheme requests from across the County.  The next submission date for Parish Council’s to put forward “community concerns” is February 2015 and these would need to be put forward for consideration of funding for the 2016/17 Capital Programme. Agreed to include this on the December Council meeting agenda. Cllr J. Stevens said a meeting was held years ago with residents in the area over the same issue and as a result they did not want anything done.
As regards some issues on Ellesmere Road with a stream that runs at the back of Kimberly Lane, we have been advised from a resident that there is a Pipe/culvert that has blocked through damage. The stream runs under Ellesmere Road. Shropshire Council, don't know who specifically, have investigated and identified the problem and did agree to do something about it. The Divisional Surveyor will get some feedback from their traffic and drainage people for us. 
With regards to the “trip” issue by Garden Village it is a poor joint with an 8mm up stand which we will get smoothed out.
Overton Road signs had been installed.

Still no update on state of re-sprayed footpaths.
SALC:-
Annual General Meeting cancelled due to lack of responses.
Police:-
No police report received despite being requested.
Next Meeting:-
Council 11th December at 7.00 pm


	Parish Clerk

Action

	139/11/14.C
	Police Report

Members had only received the latest monthly report on recent incidents in the parish that had been recorded by the police today so the Parish Clerk gave a verbal report on this.
Cllr H. Williams reported that two 19/20 year olds from the Wrexham area had been arrested over recent burglaries in the parish.

Cllr D. Laing questioned whether the crime figures had increased in the daytime as there seemed to be no increase during dark hours following the switching off of the street lights.

Cllr S. Schofield said that following the previous report on Kimberley Lane, it had been reported to her from residents in this area that private cars parked in this area are being damaged by HGV’s using the lane.
Cllr A. Kynaston-Jones whether the police had any plans to replace the CSO who is now joining the main police force. She felt this was most urgent.

Cllr J. Hoos felt there should be an occasional police presence outside the school as children are now cycling along the footpaths making it very hazardous for pedestrians especially those with pushchairs and young children.


	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk


	140/11/14.C
	Financial Matters

120.1
Accounts for payment; 
1939
E. Davies, Salary/Expenses (October)

           £907.90
1940
Nigel Thomas, play area inspections


  £48.00

1941
The Moors Community Centre, Room Hire

  £15.00

1942
Highline Electrical, Street Lighting Repairs

£398.40

1943
D. Brewer, Play Areas (October) 



£230.00

1944
Helen Williams, Planters etc.



£156.78

Proposed:

Cllr N. Graham
Seconded:

Cllr J. Stevens

Resolved:
that the above payments be authorized.
140.2
Income

There was no income to report.

140.3
Bank Statements

These were on file and noted.
	Action
Parish  Clerk



	141/11/14.C
	Planning
The following schedule of planning applications was considered;

New Planning Applications published on 01/05/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins

Reference:  14/01787/OUT (validated: 22/04/2014)

Address:  Proposed Residential Development Land NW of Bower Farm, St Martins, Shropshire

Proposal:  Outline application for development of retirement bungalows

Applicant: Mr Cosmo Lloyd (Unit 2 St Martins Business Park, Ellesmere Road, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3BE)
Members considered recent comments received from the Shropshire Council’s Planning Officer assigned to this application and Architect.
Resolved:
the Parish Council supports this application under the 


condition that these are all bungalows and for social 


housing only.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 30/10/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04573/COU  (validated: 30/10/2014) 
Address:  Unit D4 , Bank Top Industrial Estate, St. Martins, Oswestry, 
SY10 7HB 
Proposal:  Application under Section 73a of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 for change of use from B8 to B2 for the purpose of
stripping cars for spare parts (retrospective) 
Applicant: Mr A Edwards (5 Elgar Close, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 2LZ) 

Resolved:
the Parish Council raise no objections to this application 

as long as conditions are applied that no scrap cars are 


allowed to build up on site and correct procedures are in 

place for the disposal of waste 
including oils and tyres. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 22/10/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04503/FUL  (validated: 22/10/2014) 
Address:  Proposed Dwelling Adjacent 4 Inch Murrin, St. Martins, 
Oswestry, SY11 3QH 
Proposal:  Erection of 1No dormer bungalow 
Applicant: Mr Steve Ditcher (4 Inch Murrin, St Martins, Oswestry, 
Shropshire, SY11 3QH) 

Resolved:
the Parish Council raise no objections to this application 

but question how many properties can be accessed from 

one private drive?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Planning Applications published on 09/10/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/04326/OUT  (validated: 29/09/2014) 
Address:  Land At Little Common Farm, Street Dinas, St Martins, 
Shropshire 
Proposal:  Outline application (All Matters Reserved) for the erection 
of a detached dwelling 
Applicant: Mrs K Walmsley (Pentre Cottage, Wood Hill, Oswestry, 
Shropshire, SY11 9AS) 
Cllr H. Williams said residents in this area were concerned over the location of this proposal as this was on the opposite side to where all the existing properties were and there were more suitable sites up towards the farm.

Resolved:
the Parish Council strongly object to this application as it 

is outside the SAMDev.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

There had been no planning decisions received since the last meeting.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Members noted the planning decisions and recommendations of the planning authority listed in the schedule below.
Planning Decisions published on 17/10/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins 

Reference:  14/03655/VAR (validated: 12/08/2014) 
Address:  Shropshire Leisure Ltd, Moreton Park Garden Centre, Gledrid, 
Chirk, Wrexham, Shropshire, LL14 5DG

Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.3 (sales) attached to planning permission 1/11540/FUL to enable the sale of household furniture and fittings on the site. 

Decision: Grant Permission 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Action

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk
Action

	142/11/14.C
	Coal Bed Methane Extraction

Shropshire Cllr S. Davenport reported on a recent planning committee meeting to consider the proposed application for Coal Bed Methane extraction in the Dudleston area. He was able to against this application objecting strongly on the grounds of traffic, environment and position. Although the planning committee voted unanimously to turn down this application, Shropshire Council Solicitors and Planning Officers are now checking the legal side of this decision. He added that it will still probably go to appeal.

As regards the enquiry with the Coal Authority to research their mining records for relevant plans, Cllr J. Stevens suggested we hold back on this until the planning decision is taken.

Despite numerous requests, the Parish Clerk reported that Shropshire Council had still not responded to our request for a moratorium to be held before any decision was taken. Cllr’s agreed that this should be taken up with other Officers including the Leader of Shropshire Council.

	Parish Clerk


	143/11/14.C

	Shropshire Council

Members noted items of correspondence received from Shropshire Council since the last meeting.

Shropshire Cllr S. Davenport reported that Shropshire Council are still looking at cuts of 80m, a commissioning exercise is taking place across all parts of the council. He added that inspectors will be at the Shirehall during the coming three weeks going through the SAMDev.

Cllr D. Laing asked if Shropshire Council were considering introducing a three weekly bin collection. Shropshire Cllr S. Davenport said no. 

Cllr S. Schofield said she was still waiting for a response over proposed traffic calming measures outside the school and the hedge being cut back. Cllr S. Davenport said he would follow this up.

Cllr N. Graham raised concerns over the footpaths by the school with regarding to children cycling on these and questioned whether the school carried out any cycling proficiency courses.

	Shropshire Cllr S. Davenport
Shropshire Cllr S. Davenport

	144/11/14.C
	Street Lighting

Cllr J. Stevens reported that the street lighting survey had now finished. From a circulation of some 1300 copies of the Village Life, only 24 completed survey forms had been returned. Cllr J. Stevens then broke down the responses into 4 categories which would now be forwarded to the Street Lighting Committee to consider and report back to Council before next year’s budget is considered.
Members expressed concern that the timing of the lights had not been adjusted since the clock change. The Parish Clerk was asked to investigate.

Highline Electrical were about to replace a lantern on the first light unit in Cherry Tree Drive and had asked whether the Council want a new LED lantern or have a reconditioned one. The difference in cost was £330 for an LED compared with £80 for a reconditioned one.

Proposed:

Cllr J. Stevens

Seconded:

Cllr H. Williams

Resolved:
that the parish council go for an LED lantern and see 


whether there was any improvement in the lighting.

The Parish Clerk was asked to find out what potential saving there are on fitting LED lanterns, whether there was a discount price depending on quantity and whether other councils had gone forward with such a project.

With the new development at Bower Farm, the Parish Clerk was asked to enquire what type of lighting CGL were proposing for this development as it would be the parish council who would eventually have to maintain these lights.

Members then noted the problems recently experienced in Cherry Tree Drive and the following report from Highline Electrical who carried out the repairs; a new underground cable fault between a different set of street lighting columns had been tested between the two relevant columns and the cable is showing a fault. They appreciate that this is frustrating however when these cables were installed many years ago they were laid directly in the ground, there is no mechanical protection to these cables, i.e.; no ducting to protect against crushing when there is movement underground.
Although they sympathise with our problem, however this unfortunately may continue to be an issue as they cannot foresee any damage to the cables beneath the ground. The new cable that they installed in January 2014 was installed correctly and within ducting, thus providing mechanical protection to prevent against crushing, breakage etc.

	Action

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk

	145/11/14.C
	Parish Clerk’s Review 
Cllr S. Schofield reported that she and Cllr G. Pennington had recently carried out a six month review on the Parish Clerk’s performance. She added that …………………………


	

	146/11/14.C
	Correspondence

All items of correspondence had been circulated to all Members at the meeting, which included;

· The Forum – magazine from Shropshire Seniors
· Oswestry Health Group – next meeting 12th December 2014
· Information on reducing flood risks
· Traffic survey results – Kimberley Lane 2013
· Traffic through Glyn Morias – Maureen Lewis
· Hedgerows & Trees – report for Village Life in January
Shropshire Cllr S. Davenport suggested St Martins consider entering the Best Kept Village award in 2015. Cllr A. Kynaston-Jones would investigate.
	Action

Cllr A. Kynaston-Jones

	147/11/14.C

	Members Reports
Cllr B. Latham reported that the road sign knocked down at the junction of Clark’s Lane and Fach Lane had not been replaced. He also said the overgrown hedges at the Junction of Ellesmere Road and Mount Bradford and outside Ash Grove in Overton Road had still not been cut back.

Cllr B. Latham also reported a pot hole in Church Lane opposite Churchfields.

Cllr J. Sands reported that the water leak in Darky Lane and water coming off fields in Wigginton Area and silting up gullies had still not been resolved. He advised the meeting that there was no sign of rats in the churchyard.
Cllr M. Hayward commented on the Remembrance Day parade and the contribution from the Ifton Colliery Band.
Cllr J. Hoos said the hedge around the substation next to school needs cutting back and also the hedge at Moors Bank opposite Council Houses also needs cutting back.

Cllr D. Laing said there was still an uneven line of tarmac on the entrance to Stan’s car park.

Cllr H. Williams said Cllr A. Allum hoped to have the Christmas tree up and lit in the memorial garden by the end of the month.

	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk



	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 20.45 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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