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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Executive Committee held on Thursday 3rd July 2014 at 7.30 p.m. in the St Martins Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Councillors N. Graham, D. Laing G. Pennington, S. Schofield and John Stevens. 
Also in attendance:  the Parish Clerk.
	045/07/14.E
	Election of Chairman
Proposed:

Councillor John Stevens
Seconded:

Councillor Glenn Pennington

Resolved:
that Councillor Sue Schofield is appointed Chairman of 


the Executive Committee.

Councillor Sue Schofield thanked Members for appointing her as Chairman. 
	Action

	046/07/14.E
	Apologies for Absence
All Members were present.
	

	047/07/14.E
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
RESOLVED to note that no Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.

	

	048/07/14.E
	Minutes

Agreed to defer the approval of the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held on the 9th September 2013 until these can be located and forwarded to Members.
	

	049/07/14.E
	Fracking

Members received an update on the proposals for Fracking (Methane Extraction) in the area. The Parish Clerk reported that the Coal Authority had been asked if they had plans showing the extent, both lateral and vertical of the Ifton Colliery workings and the linked collieries at Black Park and Bryn Kynallt plus at least 5 shafts around Ifton and at Flannog, Ifton Rhyn, Wigginton and Pen y bank. Information on these pits would also be of value even if limited to the location of openings. Costs of copies of plans, digital or paper has also been requested.

After discussion it was resolved that the Executive Committee totally oppose any extraction in our area on the following grounds;

Air, water and noise pollution.

Real risk of subsidence.

Multiplicity of sites with heavy volumes of traffic.

Questions over how safe this extraction would be.

And writes to Shropshire Council to seek a moratorium on this until such times as more information is available.

More information on this type of extraction could be found by going to ‘Extreme Energy’

	Action

	050/07/14.E
	War Memorial

The Parish Clerk reported that Councillor Helen Williams was arranging for the barrels to be re-sited adjacent to the planters. 

As regards the re-cutting of the names on the war memorial it was agreed that the Parish Clerk should start a fresh and investigate what can and cannot be done. Councillor Duncan Laing suggested we consider a standalone plaque with these names on either adjacent to the war memorial or in the church yard.


	

	051/07/14.E
	Recreation Services Committee

Members considered the main proposals put forward by the Recreation Services Committee meeting held prior to this meeting, which included;

· Assistance required in the maintenance and administration of Stan’s Field.

· Although Shropshire Council are currently running a play equipment survey for Church Fields which ends on the 18th July 2014, further consultation was required on all other sites.

· The committee will look into who owns which sites and then start a dialogue with Shropshire Council before considering the transfer of any sites from Shropshire Council to the parish council.

· On options for using S106 money currently held by Shropshire Council, it was now up to this committee to put forward proposals on where and when we are going to spend S106 money that is available now and future S106 money and that this committee needs to consider in general principle how we go forward on all open spaces in the parish.
	

	
	
	

	052/07/14.E
	Trustees of Community Centre

Members considered a report of a meeting of representatives from the Trustees and Parish Council on the 19th June 2014. Copies of the report had been circulated to all Members prior to the meeting. Agreed that this report would go to Council.


	Parish Clerk

Action

	053/07/14.E
	Sub Committees 

Members were asked to consider what sub-committees we have at present and are they the right ones for us.
These included;

· Executive Committee

· Finance Committee

· Recreation Services Committee

· Emergency Planning Committee

· Grievance Panel Committee

· Disciplinary Committee

· Street Lighting Committee

After some discussion it was agreed that all the above committee’s were an important part of the running of this parish council.


	

	054/07/14.E
	IT Services

Members received a verbal report from the Parish Clerk on the website, computer and accounts software.

As regards the website, Shropshire Council are still months away from launching a new website for parish & town councils to replace the current Shrop.NET therefore the Parish Clerk had received training on this old system and our website was now being kept up to date. Councillor John Stevens asked if we could have a direct link to this website.

The new laptop was with the IT consultant who was now loading the software and would be with the Parish Clerk within the next week.

An order has been placed for the accounts package. The Parish Clerk now has to forward to the software company bank balances, cost codes, budget figures and reserves and ear marked reserve figures for these to be loaded into the system. Members would see the full package in operation for the September meeting.

As regards the old email address used by the previous Clerk, this would be closed once the new email and laptop facilities were operational.
	Parish Clerk

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 20.45 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman
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