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St Martins Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the St Martins Parish Council held on Thursday 10th April 2014 at 7.00 p.m. in the St Martins Community Centre, St Martins.

PRESENT:
Councillors G. Fryer, N. Graham, M. Hayball, B. Herbert, A. Kynaston-Jones, 


D. Laing, B. Latham, G. Pennington, J. Sands, J. Stevens, S. Schofield 


and H. Williams.
Also in attendance: Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport and the Parish Clerk.

In the Chair: Councillor H. Williams

	1.
	Public Participation

No members of the public were present.
	Action

	2.
	Apologies for Absence
An apology for absence had been received from Councillor A. Allum (holiday).

 
	

	3.
	Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
Councillor

Interest

Item No.

J. Stevens

Non Pecuniary

20

S. Schofield

Non Pecuniary

13.3 & 20

M. Hayball

Non Pecuniary

13.3

N. Graham

Non Pecuniary

11 & 13.3

D. Laing

Non Pecuniary

13.3

RESOLVED to note that no other Disclosable Pecuniary interests were received on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Act 2001 and no applications for dispensations.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Minutes

Proposed:
Councillor N. Gordon

Seconded:
Councillor B. Herbert

Resolved:
with 4 abstentions that the minutes of the meeting of the 
Full Council held on Thursday 13th March 2014, having 
been previously circulated be confirmed as a correct 
record, signed by the Chairman and adopted.

	Chairman

	
	
	

	5.
	Progress Report

The Parish Clerk reported on the latest RoSPA report. Councillor 

S. Schofield suggested they contact us before the next visit so we can see the inspection take place.
The Parish Clerk reported that Shropshire Council are looking for a parish in the north of the County to develop a website using an Open Source Content Management System (Umbraco). The idea is that they create a website with their requirements in mind with a view to rolling it out alongside other templates for other Parish and Town Councils to use. This work will be done free of charge with the only commitment being time from your end to work with us to develop the website. Resolved; that the Parish Clerk helps to develop this website.

	Action

Parish Clerk

	6.
	Police Report

The police had forwarded their apologies for this meeting.

The Parish Clerk read out a report on recent incidents in the parish that had been recorded by the police; these included 1 incident of nuisance, 1 incident of public order, 2 incidents of vehicle nuisance, 1 incident of criminal damage and 1 incident of vehicle crime. Agreed that future reports from the police would be emailed to all Members. 

The Chairman reported on another incident in St Martins that was not included in the above figures.
	Parish Clerk

	
	
	

	7.
	Financial Matters

7.1
Accounts for payment; 

1901
Information Commissioner, Data Protection Fee
  £35.00

1902
D. Brewer, Play Areas




£170.00

1903
Agritel, Paper & Cartridges



£160.80

1904
Highline Electrical, March




£586.32

1904
E. Davies, Salary/Expenses April



£969.25
Proposed:

Councillor S. Schofield
Seconded:

Councillor H. Williams

Resolved:
that the above payments be authorized.
7.2
Income

There was no income to report.

7.3
Bank Statements

These were on file and noted.

7.4
4th Quarter Statement

This had been distributed to all Members prior to the meeting.

7.5
Dog Fouling Stickers
	Parish Clerk

Action

	
	Following concerns expressed at a previous meeting over dog fouling, a quotation had been received from Carne Associates on a new design of sticker that can be given to householders, shopkeepers, and schools or used on council property. Members were showed an example of this design. These can be ordered in multiples of 50. Resolved to purchase a batch of 50 stickers for £19.98.

Shropshire Council would be asked to provide an additional dog/waste bin for Cottage Lane by Windy Ridge. Members were also reminded that all litter bins are now dual purpose.
	Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

	
	
	

	8.
	Shropshire Council’s Site Allocations & Management Development Plan (SAMDev)

Members noted the public consultation period 17th March to 28th April 2014.

Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport said this was the last part of the consultation before being signed off hopefully by the end of the year although the parish council comments remain the same.

	

	9.

	Unitary Councillor’s Question Time
Councillor D. Laing enquired about the proposed fracking in Dudleston Heath. Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport said the first he heard about this was when he read it in the press. However this was for extracting methane gas which already had planning permission granted in 2010. This was just a renewal of that application. There would be a public meeting on this. Councillor J. Stevens asked that St Martin’s people are also invited.

Councillor G. Pennington raised the issue of Shropshire Council trying to offload some of their obligatory services as reported at the Oswestry Area Committee meeting. Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport said that they can now sell their services through their new I.P. & E department. They are developing this with other adjoining authorities. A team is now working on this to try and keep the rates down. Any money raised would come back to Shropshire Council. Councillor J. Stevens expressed concern over this referring to West Mercia Suppliers who were very successful only for Shropshire Council to sell it.
Councillor S. Schofield asked for an update on the highway changes around the school entrance. Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport said that a plan is being drawn up now which should include a light controlled pedestrian crossing, wider footpaths, cycle path and mini roundabout. All this work was planned to be completed before the school opens in September 2014.

Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport informed Members that they were now looking at speed indicator devices (SID’s) in Ifton Heath and traffic calming outside Moors Lane. They had already started to budget for these SID’s in St Martins.

Proposed:

Councillor S. Schofield
Seconded:

Councillor G. Fryer

Resolved:
that Shropshire Council consider installing these SID’s on 

all 4 approach roads to the village.
Councillor J. Stevens suggested the Finance Committee look at how we can jointly fund some of these projects.

The Chairman thanked Shropshire Councillor S. Davenport for his report. 

	Action

Parish Clerk


	10.
	Vacancies
There was still one vacancy on the Finance Committee. Resolved; with 1 abstention that Councillor S. Schofield is appointed to the Finance Committee.


	Parish Clerk

	11.
	Ifton Meadows Management Committee
A request had been received from Ifton Meadows Management Committee to plant six trees somewhere in the village.

Members suggested they would need to know what variety of trees they were considering and proposed locations before a decision could be taken as permission would be required from Shropshire Council.


	Parish Clerk

	12.
	Request to use Stan’s Field

As requests in the future from football teams to use Stan’s Field, Councillor S. Schofield said it had already been agreed that they would need to contact the parish council. They would also need to contact the Community Centre for the use of the goal posts and changing facilities.
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Correspondence
13.1
New Councillor Training

Training events run by the Shropshire Association of Local Councils 
were noted.

13.2
Request to hold fitness classes on Playing Field behind Stan’s 
Superstore.


A request had been received from Terri-Ann Jackson who was 
seeking permission to hold fitness classes on the playing field behind 
Stan’s Superstore. Resolved; more information was required 

before this request could be considered by the Recreation 
Services Committee.

13.3
Request to erect Poly Tunnels on the St Martins Allotment site.


Proposed:
Councillor H. Williams

Seconded:
Councillor J. Stevens

Resolved:
that the Parish Council have no objection to this 



request subject to these poly tunnels being kept in 


a good condition.
13.4
Canal Towpath


A request had been received from Ron Jones for support from the 
Parish Council to bring the canal towpath up to a better standard. 
Although Members supported this and wished them well with this 
project it was not within the parish council remit but suggested he 
contacts the Canals & Rivers Trust.

13.5
Oswestry Health Group


Agenda and minutes of meeting noted.

13.5
Oswestry Area Committee


Report from Councillor G. Pennington, which had been circulated to 
all Members, was noted.


	Parish Clerk

Action
Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

	14.
	Planning
The following schedule of planning applications was considered;

New Planning Applications published on 27/03/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins
Reference:  14/01224/OUT  (validated: 20/03/2014)

Address:  8A St. Martins Moor, St. Martins, Oswestry, SY10 7BQ

Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of 2 dwellings

Applicant: Mr Paul Gurnett (8a Moors Lane, St Martins, 8a Moors Lane, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 7BQ)

Proposed:

Councillor D. Laing
Seconded:

Councillor G. Fryer

Resolved:
that the Parish Council strongly objects to this application on the following grounds; the site is outside the village boundary; this would now be an over development of the site; the Parish Councils SAMDev. response states no further development in Moors Lane; the land & access are prone to surface water flooding; effect on the right of way to the coal yard business (access may be compromised) 

with ownership of this access road in dispute as we believe that the applicant does not own the whole access road; additional traffic on a narrow no through lane will cause problems; there is a pond on the site are there newts?; concern over close proximity to canal and how will the accumulated site surface water be dealt with? We also request that an application for Tree Preservation Orders is placed on all trees on this site.
New Planning Applications published on 01/04/2014 relating to parish of: St Martins
Reference:  14/01258/OUT  (validated: 21/03/2014)

Address:  Melverley House, Church Lane, St Martins, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 3AP

Proposal:  Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of one single storey dwelling

Applicant: Mr P Rowlands
Resolved; to raise no objects to this application but would request that the conditions include the creation of an access splay into this site off Church Lane..
Reference:  14/01276/FUL  (validated: 25/03/2014)

Address:  65 Ellesmere Road, St. Martins, Oswestry, SY11 3BN

Proposal:  Erection of single storey extension to rear elevation

Applicant: Mr G Pugh
Resolved; to raise no objects to this application.

Members noted details of a pre application from David Parker for outline permission for a proposed development of 8 dwellings on land at Cottage Lane, St Martins.

There had been no planning decisions since the last meeting.

	Parish Clerk

Action

Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk

	15.

	Update on Planters

The Parish Clerk from Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council had informed us that she was now awaiting for a formal quotation from Amberol for the floral planters.
	

	
	
	

	16.

	Request for Planting Wildflower seeds adjacent to Laburnum Close
A request had been received from Sue Napper to sow wildflowers on grass verge adjacent to Laburnum Close. The Council contractors find it awkward to mow as this is only small and a funny spare. They agreed to prepare, sow and maintain the site.

Proposed:

Councillor S. Schofield
Seconded:

Councillor H. Williams

Resolved:
that the parish council supports this request subject to 


approval from Shropshire Council.
Councillor D. Laing left the meeting at 8.25 p.m.

	Action

Parish Clerk

	17.
	World War 1
Councillor G. Fryer asked for some help on this. As regards the large poppies on the street lights along the main road we would need Shropshire Council permission on this.

Shropshire Councillor S Davenport suggested the grassed area outside the school, set back from the highway, would be an ideal location for a tree and plaque plus a walled area around it with bricks donated from the school. Again we would need Shropshire Council permission for this.
Proposed:

Councillor N. Graham

Seconded:

Councillor S. Schofield 

Resolved:
that the parish council seeks permission from Shropshire 

Council for this work as stated above.
It was agreed that the parish council would not be purchasing and World War 1 medals for distribution within the parish.
	Parish Clerk

	
	
	

	18.
	Recreation Services Committee
Members were asked to consider the following motion ‘That this Council resolves to create a Recreation Services Committee to come into existence with effect from the Annual meeting of the Council in May 2014. (Copies of the motion had been circulated to all Members prior to the meeting).

Councillor J. Stevens explained the background to this proposal which had been mentioned at budget time. In addition to Members from the Parish Council it was suggested that up to five local organisations are approached to appoint their own representatives on this committee. These could include the parish plan group, friends of Ifton Meadows, Footballers, Guides & Scouts, Schools and Local Businesses.
Proposed:

Councillor J. Stevens

Seconded:

Councillor B. Latham 

Resolved:
that the motion be adopted.

	Parish Clerk

Action

	19.
	War Memorial

The Parish Clerk reported that the War Memorial Trust would not support the introduction of bronze plaques to the War Memorial in St Martins. Members expressed their disappointment over this decision.
As regards the wreaths around the War Memorial it was;

Resolved;
that these would be removed each year before the Easter 

weekend.

The Parish Clerk would investigate the loose stones around the War Memorial.


	Parish Clerk

	20.
	Village Life
Councillor S. Schofield asked if the parish council could apply for an ordinance survey licence so that they could include a map of the parish on the front cover of the new village life magazine.

Proposed:

Councillor N. Graham

Seconded:

Councillor H. Williams 

Resolved:
with 2 abstentions, that the parish council apply for an 


ordinance survey licence.

	Parish Clerk

	21.

	Members Reports
Councillor M. Hayball reported recent repairs to pot holes by the school sticking proud above the road surface.

Councillor G. Fryer reported dog fouling down Cottage Lane.

Councillor B. Latham reported a dangerous pot hole at the junction of Gledrid Roundabout. This had been reported at previous meetings.

	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 

closed at 21.00 p.m.

Signed ………………………………
Date ……………….
	Chairman
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