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Update from the Village Life Magazine Committee 
 

Several people have asked why there is no date of issue on each edition of Village 
Life.  In fact there is, but it is lost in the background of the cover picture, so this 
month we have modified it to make it easier to see! 

 

On the subject of the magazine and the cover, you may be aware that this month 
marks the first anniversary of the creation of the Editorial Committee, and the edition 
to be published in May will be the first publication of our second year.  To mark the 
birthday of the magazine we will be running a competition (prize yet to be decided) 
for a birthday cover to be used for that one edition.  This competition is open to all 
readers of any age.  If you have an idea for a birthday cover please send it to our 
email address (see below on this page) or drop a paper copy into the Centre, either 
way by no later than the end of February.  The Committee will choose a winner 
whose details will be announced in the March magazine. 

 

Towards the back of this monthôs magazine you will see a double page article from 
the Three Parishes Big Local.  It is great to see the efforts being made by them to 
support local groups and events and if you are involved with any local group donôt 
miss the chance to apply for a grant to help you.  They talk about this in their article, 
but modestly do not say that they have given a Ã200 grant to help with the financing 
of our magazine ï for which we express our grateful thanks.   

 

John Stevens (Chair of the Editorial Committee) 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

If you wish to submit an article or advertise in the next  publication 
please email it to stmartinsvillagelife@gmail.com  

by no later than Friday 13th March 2015 
éééééééééééééééééééééé. 

 

Disclaimer: Whilst we make every attempt to ensure the accuracy 
and reliability of the information contained in these pages, errors may   
occur. Village Life Magazine will not be responsible for loss, however   
arising, from the use of or reliance in this information. Full text of           
disclaimer can be found on  

www.stmartins-online.org.uk/villagelife 

 
This publication will be delivered FREE to every household within the Parish of        

St Martins, should you not get one please email  

stmartinsvillagelife@gmail.com 

http://www.stmartins-online.org.uk/villagelife
mailto:stmartinsvillagelife@gmail.com


 н 

 

Parish Council 

 
From the Chair 

Hello 

Well here we are in 2015.  I do hope you have all had a brilliant Christmas and on    

behalf of the Parish Council I wish you and yours a very bright and exciting New Year. 

Did you get to the turning on of the Christmas Tree 

Lights?  Someone did a quick head count and told me 

there were 200 people, plus ótots and dogsô.  What a 

great turn out, so thank you to all who braved the  

weather to sing carols and encourage Della Cullis, the 

Year 6 pupil from St Martins School 

who expertly turned on the lights.  

Thank you also to North Shropshire 

Transport, Neville and Ben Peate 

for donating the tree, transporting it and erecting it, R&D Ground 

Works, Mark Thomas for digging the hole and lining it with     

concrete so it can be used year after year, Ashley Allum for   

having the idea in the first place, carrying the idea through and 

connecting the electrics.  Brilliant guys.  Thank you very much for 

helping to make this village a better place to live. Some people 

have expressed their concern about the Ifton    Colliery Band not being there, this is 

purely my fault.  The date for the event was not set until the  

Monday before which, I was very short notice for the band,  

knowing a little of the commitments, they already had that week 

booked, let alone that day.  The good news is that they are 

booked for this coming December to lead us in the carols. 

If anyone has any good ideas for the next one please do get in 

touch, either drop in at the Centre or just drop a note in the post 

box for me. 

I am delighted to say that all the legal papers have now been cleared through    

Shropshire Council with regard to the removal of the hedges (and re-planting) to    

widen the footpath in front of Rhos-y-Lan Farm.  We are hoping that it wonôt be too 

long    before it is done. 

The village is now fully covered by Super Fast Broadband with the switching on of 

Cabinet 4 on the 15th December 2014 which enabled the central part of the village to 

access broadband downloads of up to 80Mb.  Contact your Internet provider for more 

information. 

Best wishes to all 

Sue Schofield 
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 Report from St Martins Parish Council Clerk 
 

At their January meeting Councillors made the following comments on a number of 
planning applications, which included:- 

Proposed erection of a 3 bedroom chalet style bungalow at Comet House, Ellesmere 
Road, St Martins, Shropshire SY11 3HT ï the Parish Council had no comments to 
make on this application. 

Residential Development land west of Baytree Close, St Martins, Shropshire for the 
erection of 3 terrace style dwellings, formation of vehicular access off Baytree Close 
and associated parking (revised scheme).  The Parish Council were concerned over 
the surface water drainage in this area and thought three dwellings would be an over 
development of this site.  In addition they agreed that no development should be   
considered or approved from a private driveway but from an adopted road with street 
lighting to an LED standard. 

Concern was again expressed over the speed of traffic through St Martins and the  
police had been notified of this.  The police had stated that they had already used the 
Speed Gun in the village and had recorded the speeds.  They will continue to do this 
as and when they are able to do so and will then build up some data that they will   
forward to the parish council in due course. 

A report was received from the Street Lighting committee who are looking at the    
possibility of improving the lighting in the village by installing LED light units which will 
also reduce energy costs.  An annual maintenance check will be carried out during 
the next few weeks which will then highlight which columns may need replacing and 
the costs involved. 

Various highway issues were raised which have been reported to Shropshire Council 
Highways Department.  These included; road markings on either side of Escob Bridge 
need re-painting plus a new pothole has opened up just as you reach the road sign 
warning of horses crossing - road surface very pitted on the Overton Road at New  
Ifton - manhole cover opposite Chapel in Ellesmere 
Road sinking badly and pot holes reported in     
Cottage Lane by Cross Lanes Farm and the     
junction to the new barn conversions.  Members 
expressed their deep concerns that Shropshire 
Councilôs Cabinet had decided at their meeting in 
December not to pass on to parish and town   
councils in Shropshire any of the council tax      
support grant they receive from the  government, 
but to use this as to balance their own books.  This 
they felt was a blatant political ploy by Shropshire  
Council to freeze their council tax and look good 
while parish councilôs like St Martins would have to 
increase their tax level by up to 11% to maintain 
the services they provided in 2014/15 or be forced 
to reduce spending on services, or to cut services 
altogether.  The Parish Council will be setting their 
budget and precept at their next meeting on the 
12
th
 February 2015.    Edward Davies FILCM,  

St Martins  Parish Clerk.  Email; edward865davies@btinternet.com Tel: 01743 366420  

Current Parish Councillors 

!shley Allum  01691 770042 

Gordon Fryer  01691 774520 

Neil Graham   01691 778427 

Mark Hayball  01691 770207 

Brian Herbert  01691 772647 

James Hoos   01691 661218 

Alison Kynaston-Jones 01691 777671 

Duncan Laing  07702991845 

Brian Latham   01691 772890 

Glenn Pennington  01691 778477 

John Sands    01691 772394 

John Stevens  01691 770677 

Sue Schofield  01691 777710 

Helen Williams  01691 777561 
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Shropshire Council 
Councillor Steve Davenport 

Unitary Councillor,   St Martins School Governor,  Chair of St Martins Centre Trustees 

I hope you hall had a good Christmas and new year, 
 
There hasn't been a lot happening since the last issue Council wise, except the      
ongoing talk around cuts in funding.  We at Shropshire Council are having to do 
more with less, in fact, Ã80 million less, not a good position to be in, while trying not 
to affect front line services.  I hear you say why has there been so much spent in the 
past and only archiving the same, well I do agree,  
 
Planning has also been a problem recently, it's almost been open season for builders 
to do what they want, but now Samdev is close to being agreed with central         
government and we can now start to refuse unwanted speculative building.  
 
Just to update you with what's happening with the Dart Energy gas extraction site in 
Duddleston, has now gone to appeal where I and Frack Free Dudleston, will strongly 
defend,  
 
Once again you can contact me via Sue at the centre, or call me on 07776173678    
Email steve.davenport@shropshire.gov.uk. 

[ŜǎƭƛŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎŜǊ 
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PANEL-FIX 

Motor Body Repair Specialists 

Tel: 01691 777555 / 778209 

 

Darrell & Lee Cooke 

Unit 1b St Martins Business Park 

Ellesmere Road 

St Martins 

Oswestry 

Shropshire 

SY11 3BE 

 

We have installed a new modern spray bake  

oven in our new premises, offering a high quality 

finish.  

Also, we refurbish and weld plastic bumpers 

Calling all  

Coffee drinkers! 
You can recycle all coffee packaging 
and Tasimo waste at St Martins    
Centre. So far we have raised over 

Ã45.00. 
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Evolution Electronics 

Established 1997 

 

Computer problems solved. 

 

Repairs, Installations,  

Troubleshooting, 

Internet, Friendly Advice  

and Training. 

Just phone me to discuss. 

 

No Job too small. 

Also available Evenings and  

Weekends by Appointment. 

 

Tel Stephen Roberts 

07802654582 

 
PENTRE NURSERY 

Glyn Morlas Lane,  St Marrtins 

Tel:  01691 772475 Mobile: 07759 163 865 

 

HEATHERS, CONIFERS, 

Shrubs, Fruit Trees, 

Ornamental Trees, 

Bedding Plants, 

Hanging Baskets, 

COMPOST, 

Weed Suppressant Membrane, 

BARK, CANES ETC 

 

OPEN 9 - 5 EVERYDAY 

Food for Thought 4 
 

Decision time! Having eaten, drunk and spent too much over Christmas and the New 

Year, do we dine out this month?  A compromise was reached.  We would have a take 

away.  So first port of call was to Stanôs supermarket (in our opinion the best in the  

area) for some alcoholic refreshment.   

As we had heard good reports of the Taj Indian take away in Gobowen we gave it a 

whirl. 

We opted for Papadoms, Chicken Chat and Shami Kebab as starters, followed by 

Chicken Tikka and Tandoori Chicken Balti.  I know our choices were a bit chicken 

loaded but neither of us like spicy lamb dishes very much.  We also had a portion of 

mushroom pilau rice between us. 

Everything was very good and plenty of it.  The only down side was the Chicken Chat 

contained a lot of onion in quite large pieces.  We had intended to follow it all with ice 

cream but we were too full. 

Then came the washing up but as it all cost around Ã30 including the liquid               

refreshment it was worth it. 

The Village Life Foodsmith 
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 St. Martins Parish Church.  
 

The Benefice of St. Martins and Weston Rhyn. 
 

Service Times: 
Holy Communion Service 9:30am every Sunday except 
3rd Sunday of the month when we have a topical non 
Eucharist service, particularly good for people new to 
church. 
 

1st Sunday of month 11:00am - Sunday FIRST family worship. A short Service, bible 
story, contemporary music, prayer and afterwards craft and refreshments.  A chance to 
worship God as a whole family and hear bible stories that bring good values and   
meaning to young (& not so young) lives.  Great fun for all ages. 
 

Weekly events: 
 Tuesday Coffee morning at 10:30 in the Church Chapter House 
 Wednesday 9:30am Mid week Communion. 10:30 - 11:30am Foodbank 
There are various home bible study groups that take place at different times - please 
ask if interested. 
 St. Martins and Weston Rhyn Church Youth Group - Fridays 7:30 at Weston Rhyn 
Church. 
 

Fish and Chip Supper - 17th Feb. 
Everyone is welcome to join us for a evening in the Chapter house (next to the Church) 
for a meal of Fish and Chips and games afterwards. 
Please contact the vicar or see church notices for details. 
Thank God for Mum Mothering Sunday Service - at unusual time of 10am March 15th 
A service for all the family to thank God for our mums, with refreshments and craft 
afterwards for the children.  Come light a candle for your mother to remember her on 
this special day. 
 

Calling any musicians. 
Music is an important part of church worship.  If you love to play and would like to join in 
with the music on a Sunday morning or at other occasions please let us know.  We have 
an organ as well as keyboard but welcome other instrumentalists. 
 

Christenings / Baptisms / Confirmations 
It doesn't cost anything for a Christening service. 
It is never too late to get baptised or confirm your own infant baptism.  Perhaps God is 
calling you to do this this year. 
 

Weddings 
Please contact Revd. Stuart 778 468, if you would like to get married. 
 

If you have questions about the faith, things you want to ask God or just want to learn 
more about Christianity we are starting Christianity Explored and Alpha Course in 
February 2015. 
 

Church Website: www.stmartinsparish.co.uk 
Contact Revd Stuart Jermy - sjvicar@btinternet.com; 778 468; text 07766 255436 
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Ifton Colliery Band News 
 

 

As 2014 drew to a close it gave the band a few weeks rest after a very busy        

December, it also gave the band time to get together without instruments for our 

Christmas Party held this year at The Keys in St Martinôs.  There was a small award 

ceremony with awards being given for Musical Directorôs Player of the year going to 

the bands contest secretary and back row cornet player, Jane Goff.  Player of the 

year was voted for by the players and went to the bands soprano cornet player 

Rachael King, and a very special award was given for long service to the band 

which went to Barry Clegg who played euphonium. 

The band has had a great start 2015 when on Saturday 17th January, we travelled 
to Skegness and took part in the Butlins Miner Works Championships.  We were 
awarded 4

th
 place in a field of 18 bands.  It was our first contest in the 3rd section 

so were all pleased with the result. 
As well as taking part in the championship it was a great social event as most of the 

band stayed the weekend and had a chance to see some of the country top bands 

perform which included the British Armyôs Band of Kings division.  The band       

featured Rich Evans who lives in the village and is a past member of the band. 

The bands next outing will be to the Midlands regional contest on the 7
th
 of March in           

Bedworth. 

Parish Plan Committee 

 

The Parish Plan Committee are to hold an ñOpen Forumò on Saturday 21
st
 March 

at The St Martins Centre from 11am till 3pm when the village residents are 

invited to come and discuss issues around ñHow can we make our village betterò 

with members of the committee, the Parish Council and our representative on the 

Unitary Council.  The proposed Parish Plan will be available for you to read and 

discuss with us, plus any other issues you would like to raise. 

There will a display and updates that have already been proposed by parishioners 

and various groups within the village. 

COME AND HAVE YOUR SAY. 
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FAIRshare Credit Union  
       coming to St Martins  

     

 Working with The Three Parishes Big Local  
partnership, the FAIRshare Credit Union will shortly be opening a new Service Point 
in St Martins.  This Credit Union is a friendly, not-for-profit ócommunity bankô offering 
a secure home for savings and the option to access affordable low cost loans.       
Anyone who lives, works or studies in Shropshire can join FAIRshare ï previous 
County Court Judgements (CCJs), bankruptcy or insolvency do not prevent       
membership.  As part of the association with the Three Parishes Big Local           
partnership, FAIRshare will also be providing budgeting support & debt advice    
signposting. 
Like all Credit Unions, FAIRshare offers savers the opportunity to invest in their local 

community.  Regular savings create a ñpool of moneyò which can be loaned to   

members.  The money stays within the local community and benefits others in 

Shropshire.  Like any bank or building society, FAIRshare is authorised & regulated 

by the Financial Conduct Authority & the Prudential Regulation Authority. Membersô 

savings are protected by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme, currently to 

the value of Ã85,000. 

FAIRshare members have access to flexible, low cost loans from Ã50 to Ã7,500    

borrowed over anything from a few weeks up to 5 years.  Interest charges from only 

0.83% per month (10.47% APR) are calculated on the reducing balance ï not the 

original loan value ï and the amount borrowed is based on income and expenditure. 

There are no arrangement fees and no penalties for early repayment and loans are 

covered by free life insurance for peace of mind.  A FAIRshare loan can be more 

than 25 times cheaper than a doorstep lender and 100 times cheaper than pay day 

lenders. 

FAIRshare also offers business & community membership to Shropshire based 

clubs, societies, associations, businesses & charities, offering a local, safe, ethical 

home for funds. Businesses and community groups can apply for business loans up 

to the value of Ã15,000, to be repaid over a maximum of 5 years.  

The Three Parishes Big Local partnership and FAIRshare Credit Union invite you to 

their Opening Afternoon at the St Martins Centre on Wednesday 18
th
 February 2015, 

3pm ï 4.30pm.  Please do come along and find out more about FAIRshare and the 

exciting new services available to you. 

The new St Martins Service Point will be at the St Martins Centre every Tuesday 

morning, 9am to 11am, starting on 24
th
 February 2015. 

For more information, please visit www.fairshare.uk.com or contact Andrea Broady, 

FAIRshare Marketing & Business Development Officer, by telephone on 07801 

456718, or by emailing marketing@fairshare.uk.com. 

http://www.fairshare.uk.com
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                     St Martins  

                    Methodist Church  

                                             (Ellesmere Road) 

Minister: Rev. Heather Wilson  

01691 769164  

Thursday Coffee Mornings  

10.30 ð 11.30  

Come along and join us for coffee, biscuits  

 
hǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ  

/ŀǎǘƭŜ 

ƛƴ ²ƘƛǩƴƎǘƻƴ 

 

hǇŜƴƛƴƎ IƻǳǊǎΥ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ лфол -мулл 

CǊƛŘŀȅ лфол-мфлл 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ лфол ǘƻмтлл 

/ƭƻǎŜŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ 

²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ IŀƛǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǘȅΦ  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΦ 

 aǳũŜǘǎƘŀƛǊ ¢ŜƭΥ лмсфм сулууу 

https://www.google.com/search?biw=1600&bih=805&tbm=isch&q=facebook+logo+png&revid=929323909


 мл 

 

Croesoswallt Archers 

Hi Everybody,   

I write on behalf of Croesoswallt Archers of Oswestry.  It 

seems that many people do not know about our club even 

though it has been going for well over 50 years. It was 

started by the Orthopaedic Hospital and meets on the 

playing field behind the hospital in Gobowen.  We are    

always looking for new members, so anybody who is     

interested in joining please get in touch with me on 01691 

777952, or Martin Hughes (chairman) on 01939 260608 

or 07884 371169 and we will give you all the details.  

MY GUIDE 
Guide Dogs are happy to introduce the My Guide Service, operating in 

and around the village of St Martins.  This is a free service that involves 

a trained volunteer member of staff, guiding and assisting blind and   

partially-sighted people to get out and about in their local area. 

All our volunteers are highly trained and are carefully selected in order to be suitably 

matched with the client.  All volunteers are also subject to a DBS (criminal records) 

check before being approved by the My Guide Service.  The working partnership          

between a My Guide and the client lasts for a period of six months and is regularly    

reviewed, with no obligation on either party. 

The aim of such a working partnership is to increase confidence and promote        

independence, allowing the client to meet up with friends and to participate in        

activities in the community.  It also provides a means of simply getting out of the 

house, away from the isolation that comes with visual impairment, motivation to get 

out and attempt new experiences. 

Should you, anyone you know, feel that the My Guide Service could be of benefit to 

you, please contact your Local Volunteer Representative, Sandi Roberts, who will be 

happy to help with any questions you may have.   

Sandi can be contacted on: email: sandi.roberts@guidedogs.org.uk or by telephone 

on 07785 433233.  

Additionally, if you feel that you might like to become a Volunteer with Guide Dogs, 

or for further information regarding the My Guide service, please contact Guide 

Dogs on 0118 983 5555, ext 6349 or email: Allison.richards@guidedogs.org.uk 

mailto:sandi.roberts@guidedogs.org.uk
http://www.guidedogs.org.uk/
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