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 What’s on in May 2019! 
 

    

Tues 7th WI 
St Martins Institute 

Lounge 
7:30pm 

Wed 8th A year in the allotment plot Weston Rhyn Institute 7:30pm 

Thurs 9th St Martins Parish Council St Martins Centre 7pm 

Thurs 9th  Plant Sale Weston Rhyn Institute 10:00am 

Sat 11th 
Big Local 

THE BIG TRY 

St Martins School  

Sports Hall 

11:00am -
3:00pm 

Sun 12th Ifton Meadows Work day Colliery Entrance 1:30pm 

Tues 14th IMMC/Friends of Ifton Meadows St Martins Centre 7:30pm 

    

Thurs 23rd  
Invitation to View House Tour 

(Booking Required) 

Brynkinalt Hall,  

Chirk 
10:30am 

    

Please let us know the time and date of events in June and July for the next              

edition of  Village Life by no later than Wednesday 15th May 2019 

If you send us an article for the next edition, please bear in mind that it will be            

delivered at the end of May so any events you report on will have happened before 

then.  If you want to mention any upcoming events or activities please make sure they 

are in June and July (or later). 
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reception@stmartins3-16.org                                01691 776500                                        www.stmartins3-16.org 

St Martins School 
 

What a brilliant day for Comic Relief, really showing what underpins our fantastic school - our 

family ethos!  It was a pleasure to receive so many applications for head for the day - well done 

to Keir Williams, Christian Ray, Luke Gurnett, Millie Jones, Mostafa Elsergany, Paddy McGuiness 

Matthews, Isabelle 

Jebb, Jesse Lewis, 

Olly Lewis for their 

applications - it was 

a very difficult job to 

choose, but Amy 

Downes yr 5 and 

Harry Turner  yr 11 were selected.  A special well done to 

Lestyn Wilding yr 4 who was Mr Wilkinson for the day!  Our head for the day Ms Downes and 

Mr Turner  conducted a learning walk , went on break duty and  sadly had to remind yr 5 stu-

dents that trainers were not  appropriate for school! !!            Sue Lovecy  

 Our year 9 10 and 11 students took part in the school’s careers fair this month - thank you to all 

our local businesses who supported us as we could not do this without you!  The students had 

the opportunity to talk about careers and apprenticeships with a fantastic array of successful 

local businesses - some of whom brought current apprentices with them to talk first hand about  

‘earning and  learning’ as an apprentice .  
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 We have also had a number of competitive successes - some fantastic accomplishments by our 

students.  The maths team took eight of our finest mathematicians to Keele University to take 

part in a ‘Maths Feast’ - a competition pitting a number of schools from the West Midlands area 

against each other.  Mr McKinnon reported that ‘the Mathematics was fiendish, with no            

calculators allowed!  Each round was structured differently to shift focus from independent work 

to collaborative work and although neither team finished in the top three, St. Martins school was 

one of only three schools at the event to be recognised for our impressive level of team work, 

something that fits the ethos of our school perfectly.  Overall pupil conduct was exemplary, 

teacher pride was high and the Maths was ‘very, very tasty.’ 

Closer to home Mr James took a number of students to  

compete in Oswestry Youth Music Festival  where St Martins 

Band were awarded joint 2nd place in the  ensemble          

category with a distinction mark with their performance of a 

60’s medley and George Winter won the ‘new to learning an 

instrument’  category with a distinction mark. 

                                                                                                                        

As we are approaching the beginning of spring and     

hopefully we will begin to see better weather, please 

consider walking your children to school.  This would 

help both reduce air pollution around the school   

environment and ease traffic pressure on parking 

places in the main car park and promote healthy     

living.  If you have to use a car for transport please 

do not park on the verges or pavements near the 

school for the safety of everyone. Thank you - and 

here’s hoping for a sunny spring and summer.   

Dates for the diary (remember to look at the 

website for more  information!!!) 

12 April - PD day 

29 April - return to school after Easter  

6 May - bank holiday 

13 may - year 6 SATs begin 

14/15 May - Activate parents evening 

16 May - year 10 parents evening 

21/22 May - Advance parents evening 

27-31 May - half term 

10 June - year 7, 8 and 10 exams start 

25 June - Activate sports day 

26 June - year 6 taster day 

28 June - Summer Carnival Fair 

2 July - Advance and Aspire sports day 

9 July - Through school sponsored walk 

12 July - rewards trips 

15-16 July - Quinta visit year 6 

18 July - the Oscars 
19 July—last day (2pm finish) 
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Saturday 6th April 7.30pm, St Oswald’s 
Parish Church, Oswestry 

Please join Oswestry choir, Cantiones as they 
sing with the Border Chamber Ensemble   
under Musical Director, Gerry Howe, in a 
programme of gorgeous choral music for a 

Spring evening.  The main work is Dvorak’s Mass in D, with other works including from Bach 
and Monteverdi and the choral version of Barber’s ravishing Adagio.   Tickets are £10 (U18s 
free) from Rowanthorn, Old Chapel Court, Oswestry (01691 238227. www.cantiones.org.uk 

CHIRK HOSPITAL CIRCLE OF FRIENDS. 
 

We would like to thank everyone who came along to support our Rummage Sale  held in 
February when despite wintry conditions we raised £213  . Our next Rummage Sales 

will be on March 9th and April 6th  at Chirk Parish Hall from 10am - 12 noon when there 
will be the customary bargains up for  grabs and delicious refreshments to enjoy-          

all welcome. 
 

**************************************************************************************************** 

Have you ever wanted to have a go at painting, but thought you wouldn't be good 

enough ? 

Well here's your chance. 

Each Tuesday from 10.00 am. to 12 midday from September to the end of June. 

Classes recommenced at Weston Rhyn Institute on 19 February 2019. 

It is mainly watercolour, but if you prefer acrylic or oil or other medium, bring it with you. 

Individual help is available and you can choose what you prefer to paint or draw. 

It is a very friendly and relaxed atmosphere. 

All abilities welcome. 

Parking at the rear. 

Payment is £2.50 when you come. 

For further information, telephone Eve Wilson on 01691 661500  

  

Painting Classes at Weston Rhyn Institute. 

http://www.cantiones.org.uk
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Got a Computer Related Problem?  

Every Tuesday (10am to 2pm) Keith and John run an IT Drop-in Session 

at St Martins Centre. We offer advice, help and practical problem-fixing 

for problems with computers, printers, tablets and smartphones.  

In addition, we can help you to use popular programs such as Microsoft 

Word and Excel. We also have Windows 10 computers for free use, and 

free Wi-Fi for your own computers and phones. 

 There are no charges (except for printing) but contributions to the Centre are welcome. 

Gosh doesn’t time fly, we’re in April already and it only seems like New Year was last 

week. 

It is time to start thinking about the Annual Produce and Craft Show.  This year it is on  

 

Saturday September 14th 2019. 
 

 Do you need to sow seeds a little bit later than you would normally, so they are 

ready for the show?  

 Have you planned your knitting or embroidery?  

 Do you have a painting or drawing that you might put in?   

 When you’re on holiday will there be a picture that might fit the bill? 

 

Whatever your plans though the Spring and Summer remember that the show is      

coming and everyone can be involved in some way.  It is a local show that should be 

fun.  Yes, we do have good judges that know what  they are talking about and some will 

give you feed back to help understand why one won over another. 

 

Even though I receive many comments about the lateness of the show, you usually put 

on a very fine quality show and the judges are always impressed by what they see. 

 

So come on everyone lets try and outdo          

ourselves again this year 
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ST MARTINS YOUTHIE 

St Martins Centre, SY11 3AY 

MAD MARCH OFFER: 

FREE ENTRY (year 6 and older) 
 

Including toast and hot chocolate! 

7.30-9.00, term time only. 

 

 

Supported by: 

 
 

St Martins Youth Club actively discourages the use of 

mobiles/tablets to photograph/video during sessions.  

We ask all parents/carers to support us.  

Who knows who can see their images on line! 

 

 

SILENT DISCO 

FRIDAY MARCH 22
nd

 & MAY 3
rd

. 
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Chartered  

Accountants 

and 

Business  

Advisers 

Offices at: Ellesmere, Oswestry,  

and Llangollen  

Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

www.morriscook.co.uk 

 

Business Support  
Programme 
 
Management Accounts 
 
Payroll Services 
 
Auditing 
 
Tax Planning 
 
Business Start Ups 
 
Accounts Preparation 
 
SAGE software sales and 
support 
 
Financial Services 

 

DEBORAH SHAW 
 

Foot Health Practitioner 
 

I have over 15 years of experience in 
providing foot care services and am a 
member of the Accredited Register of 

Foot Health Practitioners 
 

For a professional and friendly          
service in the comfort of your own 
home, helping you with: - 

 

 Nail care 

 Corns/Hard skin 

 Fungal infections  

Please call me for an appointment:- 

01691 777130 

 

Handy Mac Home  
Improvements 

Local time-served tradesman 

Joinery 

Plumbing Tiling 

Painting 

Decorating 

Small Electrical 

Kitchen Fitting, new door and window fitting,    

wardrobe fits, cupboards, shelving, new taps, new 

sinks fitted, tap washers, tap seating, new  toilet, 

bathroom refurbish, new showers, wet walling, extra 

rads, interior and exterior painting, wallpapering, 

wall and floor tiling, extra sockets, etc. etc. 

Holland Drive, St Martins 

07738 353 873 

Formally an Angus Reputable Trader 

http://www.referenceline.com/tradingstandards/angus 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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SUDOKU 

Here’s a great picture for you  
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IFTON  MEADOWS  COLLIERY  WALK  ON  SUNDAY  16  JUNE  2019. 

I have arranged beginning at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday 16 June 2019 for a walk of between one and a 
half hours and up to two hours long to take place. 

Parking is best in Colliery Road, near the entrance to Ridgway Rentals Ltd, Earthmovers etc.,       
Colliery Road, Ifton Colliery Site – the Eastern side of the former colliery, Post Code SY11 3PZ.  
Please do not block the site entrance to the Company it is used 7 days a week.  Those arriving on 
foot should come to the same place as this is where the walk will start and finish.  

I have arranged this walk with the considerable help of Sue Schofield, plus Terry Ellis, Ken Hinton 
and Colin Williams, retired Ifton Colliery miners who worked at Ifton Colliery until 1968 when it 
closed, plus Ann Williams who was one of the driving forces behind the creation of Ifton     
Meadows.  As you may know, the nature reserve was created on and from the former coal mine 
waste heap, the area landscaped, grassed over and saplings planted, becoming what it is today, 
an area for the local community to enjoy in their leisure time.    

While the area is always open to the public to enjoy I thought with the help of the above, we 
could not only have a gentle ramble, but also benefit from hearing details about the site from the 
retired miners.  Nothing remains of the mine and the shaft is capped over and a fence around it.  
It is located within an area now occupied by modern industrial units, so I do not want anyone to 
turn up and then be disappointed.  However the lack of former buildings to see (a couple do    
remain) will I know be more than made up for by our guides who have kindly given up their time 
to show us around. 

I have obtained a few copies of a free leaflet and map published in 2018 by Shropshire Council 
with input from the Ifton Meadows committee.  I will bring a few copies along to share out but if 
you would like to obtain a copy in advance, they are available free of charge from Pentre Nursery, 
Glyn Morlas Road / Clarkes Lane Junction on the Western side of the former colliery, when the 
Nursery is open.  Telephone:  01691 – 772475 to check first. 

Good quality, strong footwear is required and while the gradients are modest there are some 
steep parts.  You will be rewarded for your efforts not only to see what the area looks like 50 
years after the mine closed but on a clear day excellent views toward Glyn Morlas, Chirk and the 
Welsh Hills. 

If the weather is extremely wet it would be wise not to undertake the walk.  If in doubt,            
telephone me about 2 hours before it is due to start on 0788 455 4154. 

The walk could of course be undertaken by anyone at any time.  

The walk is undertaken at your own risk, as we 
do not have insurance cover in the event of      
anyone injuring themselves. 

It would be very useful to have an indication of 
the numbers attending.  A text message would 
be best up to a couple of days before it begins.      
Locals, relatives, friends, children and dogs are 
all welcome.  Most of the route is suitable for 
push chairs and prams. 

There is no charge for this event and I can      
assure you the walk will be well worth it!   

If you say you are coming and change your 
mind please contact me or leave a message on 
0788 455 4154.   Derek Jones 



 12 

 

NEW COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDER CAR, ST MARTINS 

 

Well, it`s not new exactly, but it is a replacement, a newer 

model in “blue light” blue. 

The previous car was getting a bit long in the tooth and the 

one thing we cannot do  without is reliability. 

Thanks particularly to the Selattyn Fete committee, Criftins 

Coffee Morning, village businesses and several very    

generous benefactors in and around local villages, we have been able to fund a more 

economical and environmentally friendly vehicle. 

If anything, it is doing more 999 jobs than the last one, as there has been an increase in 

demand since the turn of the year. 

This note is to say a very, very big thank you to everyone who has 

made donations over the past couple of years which go towards having a dedicated 

CFR car based here in St Martins.  It is always difficult to raise sufficient funds to keep a 

car going and I could not do it without your help. 

Effie 
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FEBRUARY MEETING 

 

At our meeting on 5th February President Shirley Willis   
welcomed everyone including one visitor.  After completing 
our official business, names were taken for our North 

Oswestry Group outing which will be to "The Beatles Show" at the Queens Hotel, 
Chester on 27th November 2019.  This will consist of a 3 course lunch with     
Christmas Stalls and a Beatles themed musical entertainment.  Names were also 
taken for our Shropshire Federation Annual Meeting on 16th April at the Theatre 
Severn.  This year is the centenary of the S.F.W.I. and many events will be taking 
place to celebrate around the county.  Watch out for our own event, St Martins W.I. 
will be giving out details soon.  Our speaker for the evening was Natasha Piercy 
who demonstrated making a paper rose.  She makes the most beautiful wedding 
bouquets.  We all then had a go with some pretty good results.  There was help at 
hand as Natasha went round everyone and helped where necessary.  She will put 
some of our efforts together to make a bouquet.  She was thanked by Pam Doyle.    

MARCH 2019 MEETING 
 

At our meeting on 5th March President Shirley Willis welcomed everyone including a visitor 
Elaine and also two new members Rosemary and Yvonne.  Shirley read out various invitations 
one from Lyneal-cum-Colemere W.I. for an open evening and the other for a trip out with West 
Felton W.I. to The W.I. museum on Anglesey.  We have also now had it confirmed that "The Very 
Nice Production Company" will be doing the entertainment for us at the Marches School for The 
Oswestry North Group for the Shropshire Federation of W.I.'s Centenary Celebration on 20th 
September 2019.  This will be open to the general public and tickets and prices will be available 
soon.  

Our speaker at our March meeting was Sharon Bowness and she demonstrated spinning.  She is 
passionate in her aim to promote this old craft so that those skills are not lost.  She spins wool 
from sheep, goats and rabbits, and we had samples of each fleece to look at.  Several of our 
members had a go at the spinning with mixed success, definitely a skill that needs time to      
perfect.  She was thanked on our behalf by Eileen Rosamund.  Next month on April 2nd our 
speaker will be Coral Hughes and she will be making dragonflies from old coke tins!  

Visitors always welcome. 
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01691772413 
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After a long series of discussions between the Parish Council, St Martins School and 

the Brynkinalt Estate, agreement has been reached on the preferred boundaries for the 

new recreation ground to be created behind St Martins School.  The drawing above 

shows, on the left hand side, the new land being provided to the community by the 

Brynkinalt Estate and compares it to the original proposal (on the top right hand side) for 

recreation land behind the approved housing development at Rhosyllan Farm.  The 

drawing also indicates in outline how a new MUGA, a 3G football ground, car parking 

and a cricket pitch could be included on the site, and is part of the planning application 

which has been lodged by the Parish Council with Shropshire Council, seeking a 

change of use for the new land from agricultural to recreation and education use.  

If, as expected, this application is successful (and that should be known by mid-May of 

this year) the serious business of designing the detailed layout of the new land, plus the 

current school playing field and other sports facilities at St Martins School, so that it can 

be developed and made available for use by both the School and the local community. 

A launch event, to which all interested local clubs and individuals will be invited, is likely 

to  be held at the school during the coming Summer term, so watch for details of what 

will mark the start of an exciting partnership between the School and the Community 

thanks in no small part to the generosity of the Estate providing the additional land 

(which will also provide space for future education expansion at the School). 

St Martins Recreation Ground Update 
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Saturday 11th May from 11.00am until 3.30pm  

 

St Martins School Sports Hall 

FREE TASTER ACTIVITIES 

*for Adults* 

 

*for Families*       *for Children* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and Adults can try fencing; dance; painting; arts & crafts; 

indoor sports; children’s activities; archery; FREE swimming inflata-

ble obstacle course sessions and more! Refreshments available. 

 

UNDER 16 COLOURING COMPETITION: 

DESIGN A BIG PLAYGROUND
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Huw Manford 
Trees & Gardens 

 

 Hedge Trimming 
 Tree Surgery 
 Landscaping 
 Fencing 

 Micro Digger & 

Operator  

Fully Insured 

Contact:  
07803 957681  
 01691 778566 

 
PENTRE NURSERY 

Glyn Morlas Lane,  St Martins 

Tel:  01691 772475                                  

Mobile: 07759 163 865 
 

Heathers, Conifers, Shrubs 

Perennials, Roses, Fruit Trees 

Summer Bedding Plants 

Hanging Baskets 

 

Compost, Bark, Manure 

Weed Suppressant Membrane, 
 

OPEN 9 - 5 EVERYDAY 

UNLOCK4U24              

LOCKSMITHS 

UPVC, UPGRADES, NEW FIT 

KEVIN  
07805 864 669 

(24HR) 

Answers from page 5 

 

1. Joe Root 

2. 21 

3. The Hudson 

4. Scotland 

5. Boxing 

6. Lima 

7. O’Dowd 

8. Three 

9. August 

10. Your Own Marching Pace 
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Free Training for Community Groups 

One of the aims of Three Parishes Big Local is to support Community Groups in our area.  If you 

are involved in a Community Group based in Weston Rhyn, Gobowen or St Martins you may be 

interested in the following training courses at Qube this spring. 

GDPR for Community Organisations -  

Thursday 9th & 16th May - 1pm - 4pm  

(2 session course) 

Volunteer Management - Thursday 6th June - 10am – 2pm  

We are funding one free place per community group on each of these courses.  If you are           

interested in booking a place, please contact Bridget or Paula.   

 

Three Parishes Big Local Drop-ins 

Come and see us if you have any questions about Three Parishes Big Local, would like to discuss 

funding for a project or activity or if you have an idea for something that we might be able to 

help with.  

We are at St Martins Centre on Wednesdays from 10am until 2.00pm. 

April and May dates as follows:  3rd April;  17th April;  1st May;  15th May;  29th May 

 

Three Parishes Means Business 

Our project to support local businesses has some exciting new developments but we’re still   

looking for ideas and suggestions from local people about how we can best support local         

businesses. 

 

Free places on training courses at Qube in Oswestry - We have arranged a limited   

number of free places for people who live or work in our area on the training course listed      

below.  Please get in touch for more information or to book a free place. 
 

Contracts of employment - Thursday 11th April, 9:30am – 4:30pm 

 

If there is a particular training course that you would like to access, please get in touch and let 

us know. 
 

For more information email: info@big-local.org; call us on 01691 656882 or follow 

us on Facebook @3PBigLocal 

THREE PARISHES BIG LOCAL 
UPDATE  

mailto:info@big-local.org
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   Christmas Tree 

 

 

 

 

We are looking at the next 3 years of the          

Community Plan and input from the local people  

is key in ensuring that we get it right. 

 

We are holding a series of drop in’s… 

 

● St Martins Centre ● Saturday 27th April ●  

 10.30am - 12.30pm 

● Gobowen Station ● Tuesday 30th April ●  

3.30pm - 6.00pm 

● St Johns Church Weston Rhyn ● Thursday 2nd May ● 

10.0am - 2.00pm 
 

Pop in anytime, have a cuppa, piece of cake and 

chat with us. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

For more information please contact Bridget or Paula 

on 01691 656882 or email info@big-local.org 

THE BIG CHAT 

HELP US PLAN 

FOR THE FUTURE 
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PANEL-FIX 

Motor Body Repair Specialists 

Tel: 01691 777555 / 778209 

 

Darrell & Lee Cooke 

Unit 1b St Martins Business Park 

Ellesmere Road 

St Martins 

Oswestry 

Shropshire 

SY11 3BE 

 

We have installed a new modern spray bake  

oven in our new premises, offering a high quality 

finish.  

Also, we refurbish and weld plastic bumpers 

 

OIL BOILER 

Service and Repairs 

 

Specialising in 

 Servicing,  

 Breakdowns 

 Maintenance  
 

On all Oil Fired Boilers 

OFTEC QUALIFIED 

Call now for prompt service 

#Stuart Jones 

01691 682480    -    07940 757503 

 

  

Dean Lewis 
St Martins 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

Installation & Servicing 

Central Heating Systems 

Boilers 

Bathrooms & Showers 

Washing Machines etc. 

All Work Guaranteed 

 

TEL: 01691 777408 

MOBILE: 07808 909482 


